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Mass Audubon's "Nature Nook" at the Boston Nature Center

Dear Colleagues and Partners,

This Spring, we hosted our "Let's Take It Outside" training on outdoor play spaces at the Mass Audubon's
Boston Nature Center, which has been a great partner as we work with nonprofit early childhood
education and out-of-school time programs developing enriching space outdoors for children. We also
held a training in Worcester on the Design Guidelines we created jointly with the Massachusetts
Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) and were pleased to generate good discussion with EEC
licensors on high-quality design.
 
We said farewell to two colleagues at the EEC -- Commissioner Tom Weber and Deputy Commissioner for
Administration/Chief Financial Officer Bill Concannon. I testified at the June EEC Board meeting to share
our best wishes and gratitude for their support of our work over the years. We look forward to working with
the new EEC Commissioner, Samantha Aigner-Treworgy, when she begins this summer.
 
Best,

   
Theresa Jordan
Director of Children’s Facilities Finance

Events:

https://cedac.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Design-Guidelines-Final-May-2017.pdf
https://cedac.org/blog/bidding-farewell-to-commissioner-tom-weber-and-deputy-commissioner-bill-concannon/


Bipartisan Policy Center Panel Event

In May, Theresa Jordan was a panelist for the Bipartisan Policy Center's event and release of the
report, From the Ground Up: Improving Child Care and Early Learning Facilities. The report highlights
Children's Investment Fund as one of the few organizations in the country developing early childhood
education facilities and the Building Stronger Centers training as the only training of its kind in the nation.
On the panel, Theresa spoke about the role of training and technical assistance for non-profit early
childhood education and out-of-school time providers.

The Bipartisan Policy Center is spearheading an effort requesting $250 million in the federal budget for
improving child care facilities nation-wide. Read more and check out the recorded webcast of the
event here.

"Let's Take It Outside" Training

In June, the Fund hosted the "Let's Take It Outside" training on developing natural play spaces for
children. Held at the Mass Audubon's Boston Nature Center (BNC) for 14 provider agencies, the training
featured a tour of the BNC's "Nature Nook" and individualized feedback from architects on design plans.
Presenters focused on the social, emotional and health benefits of outdoor play and included ideas,
images, and costs of natural play space elements.

Children's Investment Fund created the "Let's Take It Outside" training in 2013 and has since trained over
100 individuals on how to create high-quality outdoor environments.

https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/From-the-Ground-Up-Improving-Child-Care-and-Early-Learning-Facilities.pdf
https://cedac.org/cif/training/building-stronger-centers/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/events/from-the-ground-up-improving-child-care-and-early-learning-facilities/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/From-the-Ground-Up-Improving-Child-Care-and-Early-Learning-Facilities.pdf


Attendees at the June 2019 "Let's Take It Outside" training listen to a presentation on the impact of outdoor play on child
development.

Claire Harris, Preschool Director at the Boston Nature Center, gives a tour of the "Nature Nook," an 8,600 square-foot outdoor
play space designed for children.

Planning to Improve your Facility?

The Fund offers predevelopment loans, acquisition loans, and permanent financing as well as invaluable
technical assistance to you and your team.

For more information, contact Theresa Jordan at 617-727-5944, ext. 107
or tjordan@childrensinvestmentfundma.org.
 

Partnership News:

https://cedac.org/cif/financing/loan-products/
mailto:tjordan@childrensinvestmentfundma.org


Rockland Trust awarded Children’s Investment Fund with a $15,000 grant to continue the work of the
Early Education and Out of School Time Capital Fund (EEOST) evaluation study. We are grateful for
Rockland Trust's several years of support for this effort.

Richard Muraida, Senior Vice President at Rockland Trust and CEDAC/CIF Board Member, with Kira Taj of Children's
Investment Fund.

In the News:

Children's Investment Fund Board member Prabal Chakrabarti wrote a poignant article in the

Boston Globe entitled Loss, grief, and redemption through adoption.  

 
The Boston Federal Reserve released the report High-Quality Early Child Care: A Critical Piece of

the Workforce Infrastructure as part of its "Early Child Care for Working Parents" initiative.

  

The Board of Early Education and Care voted to appoint Samantha Aigner-Treworgy as the new

Commissioner of the Department of Early Education and Care.

Funding Opportunity:

Franklin Square House Foundation

Applications to the Franklin Square House Foundation's childcare grant round are due July 17, 2019. The
Foundation is a unique source of funding for capital projects. 
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